CLAIMS 



! A lancing unit comprising a iancing member, an auxiliary 
parr which is separate from the lancing member, and a supporter 
5 detachably supporting each of the lancing member and the 
auxiliary part. 

2 The lancing unit according to claim 1. wherein the auxiliary 
part comprises a part £ or taKing a sample obtained by lancing. 



10 



3 The lancing unit according to claim 1. wherein, when lancing 
of a sxin is performed by utilizing the lancing member, the 
auxiliary part engages the lancing member to control lancing 
depth in the skin. 
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4. The lancing unit according to claim 1. wherein the lancing 
member includes a needle, and 

wherein the lancing unit further comprises a cap for 
covering the needle, the cap being detachable from the lancing 
20 member. 

5. The lancing unit according to claim 4, wherein the lancing 
member includes a body holding the needle, and 

wherein the cap is integrally formed on the body. 
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6 The lancing unit according to claim 5, wherein a boundary 
portion between the cap and the body has a structure which causes 
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. stress to be concentrated on the boundary portion - than 

„■ „= nf the cap and the body, 
on other portions of tne cay 

■ mit according to claim 6 , wherein the boundary 
7 . The lancing unit accoran y 

5 portion has a constricted configuration. 

8 Th e lancing unit according to clai, wherein the lancing 
m e„ber is supported by tne supporter via the cap. 

10 9 T he lancing unit according to claim B, wherein the cap is 
f ormed separately fro, the supporter an* supported by the 
supporter . 

10 Th e lancing unit according to claim 9 . wherein the supporter 
15 Includes a portion for fitting to a part of the cap to hoid 
the cap in a standing posture. 

u . Th e lancing unit according to claim .. wherein the cap is 
integrally formed on the supporter. 

on 

• nit according to claim 4 , wherein the supporter 
12 The lancing unit accoramy 

■ sas a case including a tubular portion at least one end 
comprises a case i"^^ 

of which is open, and 

-t t-h«=> lancing member, the cap, 

wherein the case accommodates the lanci g 

25 and the auxiliary part. 
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13. The lancing unit according to claim 12, further comprises 
a lid for closing the open end of the case. 

14. The lancing unit according to claim 4, wherein a direction 
in which the auxiliary part is detachable from the supporter 
corresponds to a direction in which the cap is detachable from 
the lancing member. 

15 . The lancing unit according to claim 4 , wherein the auxiliary- 
part is detachably supported by the cap. 

16. The lancing unit according to claim 4, wherein the cap is 
supported by the supporter while being interposed between the 
lancing member and the auxiliary part in a first direction in 
which the needle of the lancing member extends, the cap being 
movable in a second direction crossing the first direction to 
avoid overlapping with the auxiliary part in the first direction . 

17 . The lancing unit according to claim 16 , wherein the supporter 
includes an arm portion for supporting the cap, the arm portion 
being deformable in the second direction. 

18. The lancing unit according to claim 17, wherein the arm 
portion is provided by forming a cutout in the supporter. 

19 . The lancing unit according to claim 17 , wherein the auxiliary 
part includes a surface facing the cap, the surf acebeing inclined 
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at least partially to be oriented also in the second direction. 

20. A lancing apparatus for performing lancing by utilizing 
a lancing unit including a- lancing member, an auxiliary part 

5 and a supporter detachably supporting the lancing member and 
the auxiliary part, the apparatus comprising: 

a first holder for holding the lancing member; 
a moving mechanism for advancing the first holder in a 
predetermined direction when a predetermined operation is 
10 performed; and 

a second holder for holding the auxiliary part when the 
lancing member is held by the first holder. 

21. A lancing apparatus comprising: 

15 a moving mechanism for holding a lancing member and 

advancing the lancing member in a first direction; and 

a holding portion for arranging and holding an auxiliary 
part at a position spaced from a path of the advancing movement 
of the lancing member in a second direction crossing the first 
20 direction; 

wherein at least one of the auxiliary part and the lancing 
member is movable in the second direction. 

22. The lancing apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the 
25 holding portion is capable of moving the auxiliary part in the 

second direction. 
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23. The lancing apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the 
moving mechanism detachably holds the lancing member; and 

wherein a cap for covering a needle of the lancing member 
is attached to the lancing member, the holding portion being 
capable of moving the auxiliary part toward the advancing 
movement path of the lancing member when the cap is separated 
from the lancing member with the lancing member held by the 
moving mechanism. 

24. The lancing apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the 
holding portion includes a first wall, a second wall located 
closer to the advancing movement path of the lancing member 
than the first wall, a space defined between the first and the 
second walls into which the auxiliary part can be partially 
inserted movably in the second direction, and a resilient member 
for pressing a portion of the auxiliary part toward the second 
wall when the auxiliary part is partially inserted into the 
space . 

25. The lancing apparatus according to claim 21, wherein, when 
the lancing member advances, the lancing member engages the 
auxiliary part so that the advancing movement of the lancing 
member is controlled. 

26. The lancing apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the 
holding portion allows movement of the auxiliary part in a 
direction opposite from the first direction when the auxiliary 



part receives a force in said direction. 

27. The lancing apparatus according to claim 21, further 
comprising a measurement probe, 

5 wherein the auxiliary part includes an electrode for 

analyzing a sample obtained by lancing; and 

wherein the measurement probe is brought into contact with 
the electrode as a result of movement of the auxiliary part 
toward the advancing movement path of the lancing member. 

0 

28. The lancing apparatus according to claim 27, further 
comprising a control circuit for executing analysis of the 
sample . 
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